Lecture #3 – Patterns and Precedents: Atlantic and Mediterranean Worlds

Summary
In this class we examine the foundations of early European expansion as the Portuguese journey beyond Europe’s borders into the Atlantic and along the coasts of Africa over the course of the 15th century.

Vocabulary

Ceuta
Caravels
Lateen Sails
Astrolabe 
Abraham Zacuto
Prince Henry the Navigator
Madeira
Azores
Cape Verde Islands
São Tomé and Príncipe
Elmina
Feitoria (“factory”)
Vasco da Gama
Calicut

Outline
Prologue: Portugal in an “Age of Discoveries”: The Conquest of Ceuta (1415)

Brief History of Portuguese Expansion in the 15th Century
	Portuguese Motivations: God and Mammon
Factors that Contributed to Portuguese Success
	Technological Innovations
	Commerce and Trade
	Feitorias
	Royal Patronage
	An Expanding Seaborne Empire
		Ceuta (1415)
		Madeira (1419)
		Azores (1431)
		Cape Verde Islands (1460)
		São Tomé e Príncipe (1470)
		Elmina (1471)
	Early Patterns of Development

Conclusion: The Legacies of Portugal’s “Age of Discovery” 
